Daily Eastern News: March 11, 2021 by Eastern Illinois University




Daily Eastern News: March 11, 2021 
Eastern Illinois University 
Follow this and additional works at: https://thekeep.eiu.edu/den_2021_mar 
Recommended Citation 
Eastern Illinois University, "Daily Eastern News: March 11, 2021" (2021). March. 9. 
https://thekeep.eiu.edu/den_2021_mar/9 
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the 2021 at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in 
March by an authorized administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu. 
RESOLUTION APPROVED OVC UPDATE 
Eastern's Student Senate passed a resolution supporting 
the creation of a food pantry in their meeting Wednesday. 
PAGE 5 
The baseball teams of the OVC are 
getting ready to open conference 
season this weekend. 
L STE 
Thursday, March 11, 2021 "TELL THE U f AND DON'T BE AFRA D " 
Soccer training . 
KARINA DELGADO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Kyle lgnalaga, a senior CIT major, practices soccer in Lantz on Wednesday evening. lgnalaga said that he was doing individual soc-
cer training and it was first time practicing soccer in on of the Lantz practice rooms. 
Noininations being accepted for 
Distinguished Senior Awards 
By John Wills 
Staff Reporter I @DEN_news 
Eastern's Alumni Services is now accepting 
nominations for the 2021 D1stinguished Senior 
Awards, an award granted to small select group 
of individuals who have promoted the "enrich-
ment of the community" on campus, according 
to a recent release from the Eastern newsletter. 
The award has been granted to 2,,5 nota-
ble seniors each year for the past two decades. 
In order to qualify, you must be a senior stu-
dent, graduating in Spring, Summer, or Fall 
2021, who has earned at least a 3.0 GPA and 
has demonstrated some significant contribution 
to campus life. 
The honor is notable in that it could be 
awarded to any senior who shows interest and 
is not limited to a small group of people in a 
certain department or category, as some awards 
are. 
Last year's Distinguished Senior recipients 
varied greatly in background: the list of last 
years' seniors includes majors ranging from ki-
nesiology to political and English, as well as 
hometowns across the map from Toledo, Ohio, 
to Woodland Hills, California. 
The Alumni Services board is a non-prof-
it volunteer organization made up of Eastern 
alum that contribute significantly to the univer-
sity. Alongside these volunteers there is a group 
of Ullive(Sity staff membetS' that. work wi.tb the 
"I just hope students k~ow that there's nothing 
too small to put in their application:' 
-Amber May, Assistant Director for Eastern's Alumni Services 
volunteer board in transferring information and 
making com~unication smoother between the 
two entities. 
Amber May is an assistant director for East-
em's Alumni Services and was the one to offi-
cially announce the opening of nominations for 
the award in the Eastern newsletter last week. 
She is also the main connection between the 
Scholarship Committee on the volunteer board 
and the University. 
'Tm the liaison to the board, so I send the 
information over to them, and then the com-
mittee makes the decision on the final 25," May 
said. 
May explained that while significant contri-
butions to the community as a whole are re-
quired, it is also necessary to make a strong case 
to the committee about your eligibility through 
your application. Students may complete any 
variety of volunteer work or club and organiza-
tion involvement, most notably in groups like 
Student Senate or the executive board of some 
RSOs, but this is not to suggest that more in-
voJ'vc:mellt equals a better chance. A student 
with less direct experience who can effectively 
argue their case for eligibility is likely to receive 
the award alongside someone who has simply 
done a lot to support the community. 
"I just hope students know that there's noth-
ing too small to put in their application," 
May said. "It can be something you've done 
in Charleston, outside of Charleston, back at 
home in your 4 years at Eastern ... anything, 
as long as it's made wherever you are a better 
place." 
As is the case with most ceremonies, the 
award's recognition ceremony has been affect-
ed b)'\the COVID-19 pandemic. The fate of the 
ceremony, and its overall capacity, are current-
ly uncertain. 
"Pre-COVID, we had a small award ceremo-
ny for the 25, and they would be recognized at 
commencement," May said. 
Applications for the 2021 award are due on 
April 8. 
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CAA to 
vote on 5 
program. 
changes 
By Corryn Brock 
News Editor I @DEN_News 
The Council on Academic affairs will be dis-
cussing and voting on five program changes dur-
ing its meeting Thursday at 2 p.m. The meeting 
will be held virtually. 
Three of the program changes revolve around 
special education programs. 
The first of the programs to be voted on is the 
Special Education Early Childhood Education. 
The council will be voting on the deletion of sev-
eral parts of the program. 
Language Acquisition will be removed from the 
professional course work if the item is approved. 
Advanced Composition, Fitness Concepts for 
Teachers, Basic CPR and Health Concepts for 
teachers would also be removed. 
Part of what the item is requesting is the dele-
tion of a footnote saying: 
"(Basic CPR) may be waived with current 
CPR card. A minimum of three semester hours of 
PUBH/KSR 3000 required. 
Selection to Teacher Education programs 
should occur following the freshman year but 
no later than the end of the sophomore year (for 
transfer students this should occur no later than 
the end of their first semester. 
University Approval to Take Teacher Education 
Courses should occur at the end of the first semes-
ter junior year with Formal University Admission 
to Teacher Education occurring at the end of the 
junior year. See the Teacher Licensure Program 
section of this catalog for more information." 
The Special Education Non-licensure program 
item is seeking to delete all of the same courses 
but will only delete a portion of the program's re-
quirements that says Basic CPR may be waived 
with a current CPR card and that a minimum of 
three semester hours of PUBH/KSR 3000 is re-
quired. 
The Special Education Standard Program item 
seeks to delete the same course as the other two 
special education programs that will be voted on. 
It will also delete a section of the footnote that 
says: 
"(Basic CPR) may be waived with current 
CPR card. A minimum of three semester hours of 
PUBH/KSR 3000 required ... Selection to Teach-
er Education programs should occur following 
the freshman year bur no later than the end of the 
sophomore year (for transfer students this should 
occur no later than the end .of their first semester. 
University Approval to Take Teacher Education 
Courses should occur at the end of the first semes-
ter junior year with Formal University Admission 
to Teacher Education occurring at the end of the 
junior year. See the Teacher Licensure Program 
section of this catalo~ for more information." 
Program revisions for the accounting major will 
also be voted on. 
If approved the item would remove Govern-
mental Accounting from the required electives 
course list and the addition Financial Data Analy-
sis and Technical Communications to the required 
electives course list. 
CAA, pages 
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About 
WASHINGTON (AP) - A 
Congress riven along party lines 
approved the landmark $1.9 
trillion COVID-19 relief bill 
Wednesday, as President Joe Biden 
and Democrats claimed a major 
triumph on legislation marshaling 
the government's spending might 
against twin pandemic and eco-
nomic crises that have upended a 
nation. 
The House gave final congres• 
sional approval to the sweeping 
package by a near party line 220-
211 vote precisely seven weeks 
after Biden entered the White 
House and four days after the 
Senate passed the bill. Republi-
cans in both chambers opposed 
the legislation unanimously, char-
acterizing it as bloated, crammed 
with liberal policies and heedless 
of signs the crises are easing. 
"Help is here," Biden tweeted 
moments after the roll call, which 
ended with applause from Demo-
cratic lawmakers, Biden said he'd 
sign the measure Friday, 
Most noticeable to many Amer-
icans are provisions providing up 
to $1,400 direct payments this 
year to most people and extending 
$300 weekly emergency unem• 
ployment benefits into early Sep-
tember. But the legislation goes 
far beyond that, · 
The measure addresses Dem-
ocrats' campaign promises and 
Biden's top initial priority of eas• 
ing a one-two punch that first 
hit the country a year ago. Since 
then, many Americans have been 
relegated to hermit-like lifestyles 
in their homes to avoid a disease 
that's killed over 525,000 peo-
ple - about the population of 
Wichita, Kansas - and plunged 
the economy to its deepest depths 
since the Great Depression. 
"Today we have a decision 
to make of tremendous conse-
quence," said House Speaker Nan-
cy Pelosi, D-Calif., "a decision 
that will make a difference for 
millions of Americans, saving lives 
and livelihoods." 
For Biden and Democrats, 
the bill is essentially a canvas on 
which they've painted their core 
beliefs - that government pro-
grams can be a benefit, not a 
bane, to millions of people and 
that spending huge sums on such 
efforts can be a cure, not a curse. 
The measure so closely tracks 
Democrats' priorities that several 
rank it with the top achievements 
of their careers, and despite their 
slender congressional majorities 
there was never real suspense over 
its fate, 
They were also empowered 
by three dynamics: their unfet-
tered control of the White House 
and Congress, polls showing ro-
bust support for Biden's approach 
and a moment when most voters 
care little that the national debt 
is soaring toward a stratospheric 
$22 trillion. Neither party seems 
much troubled by surging red ink, 
either, except when the other is 
using it to finance its priorities, 
be they Democratic spending or 
GOP tax cuts.' 
Republicans noted that they've 
overwhelmingly supported five 
previous relief bills that Congress 
has approved since the pandem-
ic struck a year ago, when divided 
government under then-President 
Donald Trump forced the parties 
to negotiate. They said this one 
solely reflected Democ.ratic goals 
by setting aside money for fami-
ly planning programs and feder-
al workers who take leave to cope 
with COVID-19 and failing to re-
quire that shuttered schools ac-
cepting aid reopen their doors. 
ATLANTA (AP) - In Arizona, a 
Republican state senator worried aloud 
that his party's pr0posed voter identifi-
cation requirements might be too "cum• 
bersome." But he voted for the bill any-
way. 
In Iowa, the state's Republican elec-
tions chief put out a carefully word-
ed statement that didn't say whether he 
bac.ks his own party's legislation making 
it more difficult to vote early. 
And in Georgia, Republican Lt. Gov. 
Geoff Duncan left the room as Senate 
Republicans approved a bill to block 
early voting for all but the GO P's most 
reliable voting bloc. Duncan instead 
watched Monday's proceedings from a 
television in his offic.e to protest. 
This is what amounts to dissent as 
Republican lawmakers push a wave of 
legislation through statehouses across the 
nation to make voting more difficult. 
The bills arc fueled by former President 
Donald Trump's false claims of wide-
spread voter fraud and many arc spon-
sored by his most loyal allies. But sup-
pon for the cffon is much broader than 
just Trump's hard-right base, and objec-
tions from GOP policymakers are so 
quiet they can be easy to miss. 
"It's appalling what's happening," said 
former Republican National Commit-
tee chairman Michael Steele, who con-
demned the silence of the GO P's elected 
officials. "There have been no provable, 
obvious, systemwide failures or fraud 
that would require the kind of'legislative 
remedies' that Republican legislatures are 
embarking on, What the hell arc you so 
afraid of? Black people voting?" 
Experts note that most changes up 
for debate would disproportionately af-
fect voters of color, younger people and 
the poor - all groups that historically 
vote for Democrats. But Republicans arc 
also pushing restrictions with the poten-
tial to place new burdens on GOP-lean-
ing groups. 
It's a stanling shift for a party whose 
voters in some states, such as Florida and 
Arizona, had embraced absentee and 
mail voting. Several Republican strate· 
gists note the party may be passing la~ 
that only box out their own voters. 
Security camera hack 
expo~es hospitals, 
workplaces, schools 
Hackers aiming to call attention to 
the dangers of mass surveillance say 
they were able to peer into hospitals, 
schools, factories, jails and corporate 
offices after they broke into the sys-
tems of a security-camera startup. 
That California startup, Verkada, 
said Wednesday it is investigating the 
scope of the breach, first reported by 
Bloomberg News, and has notified 
law enforcement and its customers. 
Swiss hacker Tillie Kottmann, a 
member of the group that calls itself 
APT-69420 Arson Cats, described it 
in an online chat with The Associated 
Press as a small collective of "primar-
ily queer hackers, not backed by any 
. 
nations or capital but instead backed 
by the desire for fun, being gay and a 
better world." 
They were able to gain access to a 
Verkada "super" administrator ac-
count using valid credentials found 
online, Kottmann said. Verkada said 
in a statement that it has since dis-
abled all internal administrator ac-
counts ro prevent any unauthorized 
access, 
But for two days, the hackers said, 
they were able to peer unhindered 
into live feeds from potentially tens 
of thousands of cameras, including 
many that were watching sensitive lo-
cations such as hospitals and schools. 
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UN calls for reversal of Myanmar coup 
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UNITED NATIONS (AP) - The It supports the country's democrat-
U.N. Security Council unanimous- ic transition and "stresses the need to 
ly called for a reversal of the mili- uphold democratic institutions and 
tary coup in Myanmar on Wednes· processes, refrain from violence, fully 
day, strongly condemning the violence respect human rights and fundamen· 
against peaceful protesters and calling ta! freedoms and uphold the rule of 
for "utmost restraint" by the military, law." 
A presidential statement approved China's U_.N. Ambassador Zhang 
by all 15 council members including Jun said in a statement that "it is im-
Myanmar's neighbor and friend Chi- portant the council members speak in 
na was formally adopted at a very brief one voic.e," and declared that it's now 
virtual meeting where U.S. Ambas- time for de-escalation, diplomacy and 
sador Linda Thomas-Greenfield, the dialogue. 
current council president, announced Thomas-Greenfield also stressed 
that the statement had been agreed. that all COIJilCil members "spoke with 
A presidential statement is a step one voice to condemn the ongoing vi-
below a resolution but becomes part olence against peaceful protesters." 
of the official record of the U.N.'s "We commend their courage and 
most powerful body. determination in the face of contin-
Printed by Eastern Illinois university The British-drafted statement calls ued, brutal attacks by military and se-
on soy ink and recycled paper. e th d 1 f e " h d ....3. ror e imme iate re ease o govern- curity rorces, s e sai in a statement. 
~ Attltfltionpostmaster:Send ment leaders including State Counsel- "The United States will continue to 
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store the democratically-elected gov- 4 press statement. It strongly backed a 
ernment." return to democracy and called for the 
The coup reversed years of slow immediate release of Suu Kyi and all 
progress toward democracy in Myan• those arbitrarily detained by the mil-
mar, which for five decades had lan- itary. 
guished under strict military rule that Opposition to the coup is being 
led to international isolation and sane- spearheaded by young people who 
tions. As the generals loosened their lived in freedom for 10 years, and 
grip, culminating in Suu Kyi's rise to it has wide support throughout the 
power after 2015 elections, the inter- country from civil servants, railway 
national community responded by workers who were targeted Wednes-
lifting most sanctions and pouring in- · day, Buddhist monks, and people of 
vestment into the country, all classes and ages. 
Lawmakers from Suu Kyi's par• Security fore.es have responded with 
ty, which won 82 percent of the vote mass arrests and at times lethal force. 
in November elections, were about to At least 60 protesters have been killed 
take their seats in parliament when the since the military takeover, according 
coup took place on Feb. 1. Its leaders to the independent Assistance Associ-
claimed electoral fraud, allegations the ation for Political Prisoners. Authori-
electoral commission had rejected. ties have also moved to shut down in-
Britain's U,N. Ambassador Barbara dependent-reponing, both through ar-
Woodward said the United Kingdom rests of journalists and the closure of 
proposed the statement in light of"the media outlets -- but the protests have 
deteriorating situation" in Myanmar continued despite the crackdowns and 
"tp send a unified mess.age from the increasingly vi,olC;nt t~c.ti,q 9f ~e~~io/ 
."Socw:ityCouncil" to b\11l'd·pn its Feb. forces. • • , . :::.-::::-::: 
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_Journalist acquitted in Iowa 
case seen as attack on press 
IOWA CITY, Iowa (AP) -An 
Iowa jury on Wednesday acquitted 
a journalist who was pepper-sprayed 
and arrested by police while cover-
ing a protest, in a case that critics 
have derided as an attack on press 
freedoms and an abuse of prosecu-
torial discretion. 
After deliberating for less than 
two. hours, the jury found Des 
Moines Register rep~rter Andrea Sa-
houri and her ex-boyfriend Spenser 
Robnett not guilty on misdemeanor 
charges of failure to disperse and in-
terference with official acts. 
The Des Moines verdict is an 
embarrassing outcome for the of-
fice of Polk County Attorney John 
Sarcone, which pursued the charges 
despite widespread condemnation 
from advocates for a free press and 
human rights. 
Those advocates, ranging from 
Sahouri's bosses at the Register to 
Amnesty International, argued that 
Sahouri was wrongly arrested while 
doing her job covering racial in-
justice protests in Des Moines last 
May. 
More than 1 00 groups called for 
the dismissal of charges last sum-
mer, but prosecutors aggressive-
ly pursued them, arguing that Sa-
houri and Robnett didn't comply 
with police orders to leave the cha-
otic scene outside of a mall and in-
terfered with the officer who arrest-
ed Sahouri. 
Sahouri, 25, immediately identi-
fied herself as a reporter on assign-
ment but was subjected to what she 
called "extremely painful" pepper 
spray blasts and jailed. Robnett, 24, 
said he was sprayed and handcuffed 
after telling the officer that Sahouri 
was a Register journalist. 
Sahouri was the first working 
U.S. journalist to face a criminal tri-
al since 2018, according to the U.S. 
Press Freedom Tracker. Although 
more than 125 U.S. journalists were 
arrested or detained last year, the 
vast majority were not charged or 
had their charges dismissed. 
Sahouri told reporters she was re-
lieved by the quick acquittal, which 
she called a victory for press free-
dom and democracy. She said the 
case had taken a toll on her person-
ally and professionally, but that she 
would continue reporting the news. 
"I have been dealing with a lot 
of pressure and anxiety and trauma 
from the assault and continuing to 
do my job has been difficult," she 
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why I am in this field." 
If convicted on either count, Sa-
houri and Robnett would have 
faced hundreds of dollars in fines 
and up to 30 days in jail. 
The Register's parent company, 
Gannett, funded their defense, and 
employees of the newspaper chain 
rallied behind Sahouri on social me-
dia. Columbia Journalism School, 
where Sahouri earned a master's de-
gree in 2019 before joining the Reg-
ister, also expressed solidarity by 
promoting the hashtag #Journalis-
mlsNotACrime. 
Journalists celebrated the verdict, 
saying it supports their freedom to 
document newsworthy events. But 
they said it was disgraceful that au-
thorities pressed forward with the 
charges for nine months at taxpay-
er expense. 
"Grateful justice was done and @ 
andreamsahouri was fully exoner-
ated," Gannett news president and 
USA Today Publisher Maribel Wad-
sworth tweeted. "But it should nev-
er have come to this. She was as-
saulted, arrested, charged and tried 
for doing her job. Today's victo-
ry is as much a victory for the 1st 
Amendment as it is for Andrea." 
Prosecutor Bradley Kinkade told 
jur~rs during his closing argument 
that it didn't matter Sahouri was a 
working journalist, saying her pro-
fession wasn't a defense against the 
charges. In fact, he argued that the 
video and photos she reported live 
on Twitter of protesters breaking 
store windows and throwing rocks 
was "convincing evidence" that she 
was near an unlawful assembly. 
Kinkade, an assistant Polk Coun-
ty attorney, argued that Sahouri and 
Robnett were within hearing dis-
tance when police gave orders to 
disperse, but that they stayed with 
the crowd. He said they didn't have 
to actually hear or understand the 
orders, which were given nearly 90 
minutes before their arrests as po-
lice tried to unblock an intersection. 
The orders were barely audible on 
video played for jurors. 
Kinkade urged jurors to accept 
the testimony of arresting offi-
cer Luke Wilson, who claimed that 
Robnett tried to pull Sahouri out of 
his custody and that Sahouri brief-
ly resisted arrest. Wilson acknowl-
edged that he had failed to record 
the arrest on his body camera and 
did not try to recover the video lat-
er, in violation of Des Moines Po-
lice Department policy. 
US reports 
surge of 
kids at SW 
border 
WASHINGTON (AP)-The num-
ber of migrant children and f.unilics seek-
ing to = the U.S. southwest border has 
surged to levels not seen since before the 
pandemic, a challenge for President Joe 
Biden as he works to undo the restrictive 
immigration policies of his predca:ssoi: 
Statistics released Wednesday by U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection showed 
the number of children and families in-
creased by more than 100% between 
January and February. Kids crossing by 
themselves~ 60% to more than 9,400, 
forcing the government to look for new 
plare. to hold them temporarily. 
The surge has been seized on by Re-
publicans and former President Don-
ald Trump as a line of attack on Biden, 
though his administration i.s turning back 
nearly all single adults, who make up the 
majority of border-crossers, under a pub-
lic health order imposed at the start of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
The Biden administration i.s temporar-
ily holding children and families, most-
ly &om Central America; for-several days. 
They are generally then allowed to enter 
the U.S. while authorities evaluate their 
claims i:o asylum or see if they have any 
other legal right to stay ir!_~.~lll,?~ 






Des Moines Register reporter Andrea Sa-
houri was acquitted by an Iowa jury Tuesday 
after being arrested covering protests in Des 
Moines in,May. 
She was not the only reporter arrested cov-
ering protests over the summer, but she was 
the only one to actually go to trial. 
Sahouri was the first U.S. journalist to face 
a criminal trial since 2018, and she was there 
simply for doing her job. 
We at The Daily Eastern News think that 
it is vital that journalists be allowed to cover 
things like protests of racial injustice and other 
similar things without being violently arrested. 
Sahouri was pepper sprayed despite identi-
fying herself as a reporter. Her boyfriend at the 
time was also present, and was telling police 
that she was a reporter. 
She should never have been arrested and 
any charges should have been promptly 
dropped. 
Although he arrest was troubling, her ac-
quittal is a very important thing that. 
A free press is needed all over the world, 
and journalists should never be punished for 
simply trying to cover something that is hap-
pening. 
Hopefully those who pursued charges 
-againsrSahourr, chiefly Polk County Attorney 
John Sarcone, will face repercussions. 
He should have known better, and hopeful-
ly other people will do the right thing when 
put in his position. 
Quote of the Day: 
"Keep your face always toward 
the sunshine - and shadows will 
fall behind you." 
e a1 ye itona is t e majority opinion o 
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News. 
Letters to the 'Editor 
Those interested can inquire at opinions. 
DEN@gmail.com for all opinion questions, 
submissions and letters to the editor. 
Please allow a week for us to publish let· 
ters to the editor. 
The Editor reserves the right to not publish 
letters. Letters that are 250 words or less 
will be prioritized, but longer ones will be 
considered by the editorial board. 
Please include your name and phone num-
ber to verify letters. 
For more information please call 
217-581-2812. 
We're Hiring! 





Call 581-2812 for more information. 
Editorial Board 
BY ZACH BERGER 
It is easy to get stressed this semester 
If there's anything us college students can 
agree on it's that college is very stressful, with ev-
ery semester bringing new challenges. 
With how COVID has affected how we learn 
here at Eastern, this is probably one of the most 
challenging school years to go through as a col-
lege student. 
For me, I can't seem to focus on work any-
more, because I feel exhausted all the time. It's 
so easy to ignore my laptop and watch back-to-
back episodes of "Gilmore Girls" or take a nap 
or scroll through Twitter instead. 
Every week starts with "I just have to get 
through this week" and every week ends with 
"next week I'll be more productive." 
And I'm not the only one going through this. 
My friends, both here at Eastern and at other 
universities, have expressed how especially stress-
ful this school year has been. 
Assignments, jobs, caring for family, extracur-
ricular activities, the pandemic. We all have s9 
many responsibilities and concerns that get too 
overwhelming, especially going through all that 
without any breaks. 
Kyara Morales-Rodriguez 
EIU giving us personal wellness days instead 
of an actual spring break was a horrible idea. 
I understand that they did it to limit COVID 
spreading, but the more time passes, the more 
I realize what a crappy decision that was. It has 
taken such a toll on everyone's mental health. 
College students need a real break. Not a ran-
dom weekday. 
Those personal wellness days are useless when 
students spend the day catching up or working 
on assignments for the next day. 
They are useless when many of us take online 
classes now anyway. It doesn't feel like a break 
from the classroom if the classroom is my lap-
top and my desk. 
They are useless when students will definite-
ly still find a way to have their spring break trips. 
I'll be honest: I'm not sure if having spring 
break would have been a better option. More 
than anything, I want people to stay safe from 
COVID, and I'm worried what spring break 
would ;have caused. 
But I can't deny how much it sucks to work 
for months straight with absolutely no break. 
I didn't want to have a spring break so I could 
party it up in Florida. Why would I even want 
to go to Florida? 
I wanted to have a spring break so I could fi-
nally feel like I can breathe again after a long 
and stressful semester, and I'm angry EIU took 
that away from us. 
Kyara Morales-Rodriguez is a junior English 
major. She can be reached at 581-2812 or 
knmora/esrodriguez@eiu.edu. 
'Coming 2 America' an interesting sequel 
I recently wa.tched "Coming 2 America," the 
long-awaited sequel to the 1988 film "Coming 
to America." 
Both films, directed by Craig Brewer, are 
comedies surrounding Eddie Murphy's charac-
ter Akeem, who in the first movie is the prince 
of the fictional nation Zamunda and in the 
second inherits his father King Jaffe Joffer's 
throne, played by James Earl Jones. 
The first movie follows Akeem and his assis-
tant Semii's, played by Arsenio Hall, adventure 
to Queens, New York, so Akeem can find a 
wife that makes him happy as an equal, rather 
than a wife that spends her whole life prepar-
ing for an arranged marriage with the prince. 
He finds one in Lisa, the daughter of a fast-
food entrepreneur. 
The first movie has its funny moments and 
happy endings, but ends in such a way that I 
was left wondering what the sequel could ex-
pand upon. A few minutes in, though, and I 
was surprised at how the plot developed into 
the 21st century and introduced new charac-
ters. 
Jermaine Fowler plays Akeem's son Lavelle 
Junson, and his character is one of the most 
Ryan Meyer 
entertaining in the movie .. He goes from sell-
ing tickets outside Madison Square Garden to 
learning how to be a prince in Zamunda, and 
I thought the culture shock that would come 
with such a scenario was displayed accurately. 
There are multiple callbacks t'o the first mov-
ie hidden in the dialogue or the background, 
and some are funny, like the modern New York 
City taxi driver offering an apology and advice 
to download the Lyft app rather than cussing 
him out like a driver did in the first movie. 
Where the theme in the first movie was like-
ly to marry the one you love or to break tra-
ditions, there are many possible themes in the 
second, and none are a clear choice for the 
most obvious. Gentrification is mentioned 
when Akeem and Semii arrive in Queens 
to find Lavelle, and there is a conflict with 
Akeem's daughter Meeka, who was set to be 
queen before the discovery of Lavelle. 
This theme shines through when the song 
"-I'm A King," by Bobby Sessions and Megan 
Thee Stallion, plays over a montage of Lavelle 
and Meeka training, with Megan Thee Stal-
lion's parts playing over Meeka's scenes. One 
lyric in particular, "Run my bath water, run a 
kingdom, run it smarter/ And leave a legacy for 
my future granddaughters" seems to address 
Meelca's conBict of traditional gender roles di-
rectly. 
There seems to be criticism surrounding the 
film for its use of stereotypes of both Africans 
and Black Americans, and I recommend read-
ing the bbc.com article "ls Hollywood ready to 
stop stereotyping Africa" for more on this. 
Ryan Meyer is a sophomore journalism major. 
He can be reached at 581-2812 orrameyer@ 
eiu.edu. 
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Student Senate passes resolution Wednesday 
By Helena Edwards 
Student Government Reporter I @DEN_News 
Student Senate passed Senate 
Resolution 20-21-01, a Resolution 
of Support for the Big Blue Food 
Pantry with a unanimous vote of 
15 senators. 
The goal of the resolution was 
to assist in providing an easier ac-
cess of food resources to Eastern 
students and show support to-
wards the making and implemen-
tation of the Big Blue Food Pantry 
on campus by Beth Gillespie and 
Cry;tal Brown. 
The support by Student Senate 
will be through opinion only and 
not through financial support. 
Co-author of the resolution 
Student Body Vice President of 
Student Affairs Skylar Coffey said, 
"The reason I wanted to coauthor 
this as I mentioned I feel like this 
» CAA 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
The proposal said the change is 
being requested because: 
"The single biggest request that 
employers make of graduating ac-
counting students is more exposure 
and ability using Excel and other 
accounting technologies. By chang-
ing ACC 3950 to a requirement, 
we will better serve and prepare our 
graduates for the business world. " 
"The changes the AICPA is mak-
ing to the CPA exam include tech-
nology adeptness with questions 
not only provides more food for 
. students but volunteer opportuni-
ties. You can never have too many 
food pantries." 
She also said, "If we're sending 
all our students to the Charleston 
pantry it's taking away from their 
sources, so more sources is better 
in my opinion." 
Student Body Senator Seth 
Yeakel added in agreement, "Add-
ing more resources is a great way 
to giving back to students and 
helping them be educated." 
Leading the discussion on the 
proposed housing and dining rate 
increase, Yeakel was also first to 
comment with information gath-
ered from students on campus. 
Students e;x:pressed confusion 
on what additional benefits they 
would receive from this increase, 
especially those that live in hous-
ing but are not members of on-
focusing on the usage of MS Ex-
cel and other programs. Includ-
ing ACC 3950 as a required course 
would better serve the students' 
preparation for these new elements 
of the CPA exam." 
"AACSB accounting accredita-
tion has a standard requiring expo-
sure and usage of technology related 
to the accounting profession. The 
current major course structure only 
facilitates this objective if the stu-
dents apply themselves to take ACC 
3950 as an elective or other tech-
nology courses. By changing ACC 
3950 to a required course, the disci-
pline better meets the criteria of the 
campus staff who do not benefit 
from the budget increase reasons 
related to minimum wage increas-
es. They have concerns of paying 
more for the same thing. 
Additional reasons for the in-
crease were gathered from students 
from Bond Revenue who previ-
ously analyzed student satisfaction 
surveys and among top priorities 
was better wi-fi, especially due to 
the nature of importance of online 
classes becoming so relevant. 
"The top thing that was on 
their list was the ongoing invest-
ment in wifi and internet connec-
tivity," said Mark Hudson, direc-
tor of housing and dining services. 
This is specifically to help the 
Lawson building's wifi and inter-
net connectivity. 
Another issue raised was by 
Senator Kassandra Amaya on a 
lack of awareness of this proposed 
AACSB accounting standard." 
The proposed changes also seeks 
a change in the Accounting Pro-
gram's mission statement to reflect 
the current name of the Lumpkin 
College of Business and Technolo-
gy. 
The item also proposes a change 
in the program policies to add lan-
guage that reflects the current re-
strictions on the Certified Public 
Accountant exam. The item would 
add "Students in their final semes-
ter of courses, that would qualify 
them for the 150-hour requirement, 
may receive Provisional Approval to 
sit for the CPA exam from the Illi-
increase among the student body. 
Many she talked to had no idea 
this was going on. 
Senator Natalie Mitlyng asked 
if the difference is covered during 
the next school year will the rates 
return back to what they were 
originally. 
"The probability of it coming 
down is not likely. It is driven on 
enrollment and occupancy and is 
all about trying to break even with 
costs," Hudson said. 
Graduate Advisor Shawn Ham-
mers asked Hudson about the 
money loss due to giving out sin-
gle rooms this semester and if 
there has been any help from the 
state to make up for tius loss. 
Hudson said that there is ac-
tion to ask the state for support 
in terms of this but are awaiting 
more information. 
This topic of discussion will 
nois Board of Examiners. Students 
are encouraged to verify educational 
eligibility with the Illinois Board of 
Examiners" to the end of the pro-
gram policies. 
The Construction Management 
Program will be the last item to be 
voted on at the meeting. The coun-
cil is requested to approve the item 
so the program can reflect chang-
es in the Mathematics Department, 
provide minor edits in the cata-
log and reflect that the FIN 3770 
course is no longer a part of the 
Business Administration minor. 
Under the major electives it cur-
rently says: "Two electives must be 
now move on to Univeristy Pres-
ident David Glassman's cabinet 
and the Board of Trustees. 
Speaker of the Senate elections 
will not be held for the Spring 
2021 semester due to there only 
being 5 meetings left of the semes-
ter and the Speaker elections are a 
two-week process. 
Justin Richards will remain the 
interim speaker for the rest of the 
semester. 
There is still potential for 
Speaker elections to be held the 
last two meetings so that the one 
elected can be the speaker for fall 
of the 2021 semester. 
April 21 is projected to be the 
last Student Senate meeting. 
The next Student S~nate meet-
ing will be held March 17. 
Helena Edwards can be reached at 
581-2812 or heedwards@eiu.edu. 
taken as part of the program. If se-
lected properly, three electives can 
result in a Business Administration 
Minor." 
The item asks that the section 
say: Three electives must be taken 
as part of the program. At least one 
course must have the CMG pre-
fix from the list below. If selected 
properly, additional electives can re-
sult in a Business Administration 
Minor. 
The next CAA meeting will be 
March 18. · ' ' " 
Conyn Brock can be reached at 581-2812 
or at cebrock@eiu.edu. 
ATTENTION FRESHMAN, SOPHOMORES, 
JUNIORS, AND GRADUATING SENIORS: 
A LIMITED NUMBER OF YEARBOOKS ARE AVAILABLE FOR FREE TO GRADUATES IN 
UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS, SO MAKE SURE YOU RESERVE YOUR COPY OF EIU'S 
A WARD-WINNING YEARBOOK TODAY! 
IF YOU ARE GRADUATING, AND WANT TO BE GUARANTEED A YEARBOOK, YOU MUST ORDER ONEI 
YEARBOOKS ARE $20. TO ORDER, VISIT: 
• 1( -----.. .. https://commerce.cashnet.com/eiuspub 
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Working on a Wednesday 
• l , 
BRYCE HERRIN I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Brianna Gaston, a senior elementary education major, works Wednesday afternoon at Gregg Technology Center. Gaston says that she "checks out cameras to photography 
classes and helps students with computer problems like figuring out the WIFI." 
STUDY ... 
Must have excellent verbal and w ritten 
communication skills. 
Prior experience not necessary. 
Adobe lnDesign. Photoshop. Illustrator 
experience helpful. 
Al I majors welcome! 
Call 581-2812 for more information. • 
... 
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Kansas AD Long resigns 
after Les Miles debacle 
Kansas athletic director Jeff Long re-
signed Wednesday, less than two days af-
ter the school murually parted with Les 
Miles amid sexual misconduct allega-
tions dating to the football coach's time 
at LSU and one day after Long vowed 
he would lead the Jayhawks' search for 
a replacement 
Kurt Watson will serve as the inter-
im athletic director as the school search-
es for both an AD and football coach. 
"We 'will immediately begin our 
search for a new athletics director. I 
will lead the process with the assistance 
of a search firm and four alumni advi-
sors, each of whom have experience in 
collegiate athleticst Kansas Chancellor 
Douglas Girod said in a statement. "My 
hope is to have a new athletics director 
in place within the next few weeks." 
Girod said the new athletic director 
will take control of the football coach-
ing search. 
"I understand time is of the essence 
and that our football student-athletes 
arc eager to know who will be guid-
ing them," he said. "But we are making 
long-term decisions on an athletics di- . 
rector and a football coach, and we can-
not sacrifice the quality of a search sim-
ply for expediency. While there will be 
a lot of speculation regarding potential 
candidates for both searches, I urge Jay-
hawks to have faith in the process and 
in those who are devoting their rime to 
assist." 
Long's dismissal came a day after he 
vowe<l to lead the search for Miles' suc-
cessor, a move that drew significant 
backlash from Kansas alumni. It was 
Long who had hired Miles, his friend 
of more than 30 years, despite questions 
that ultimately le<! to his fmng in dis-
grace Monday night. 
The move also comes as the Jay-
hawks' storied men's basketball program, 
which is awaiting the decisi?n of an in-
dependent arbitrator on .what could be 
severe NCAA sanctions for rules viola-
tions, prepares to open the Big 12 Tour-
nament on Thursday with the NCAA 
Tournament on tap next week. 
"I leave KU with a heavy heart and 
profound confidence that I have al-
ways acted in the best interests of Kan-
sas Athletics," Long said in a statement 
Wednesday night. "I have done every-
thing in my control to move Kansas 
Athletics forward in a positive manner; 
that's what makes this most difficult." 
MLB 's Rangers in line to. be 
first team back to full capacity 
The Texas Rangers arc on track 
to become the first team in Ma-
jor League Baseball or any major 
U.S.-based sports league to have a 
full-capacity crowd since the coro-
navirus pandemic started altering 
the sports landscape a year ago. 
On the same day Texas Gov. 
Greg Abbott's order took effect al-
lowing businesses in the state to 
operate at I 00% capacity, Rangers 
CEO Neil Leibman said Wednes-
day that the team hopes to be at 
that for the April 5 opener against 
the Toronto Blue Jays. 
The pandemic could still al-
ter the team's intent to host a ca-
pacity crowd at the 40,518-seat 
Globe Life Field, which the Rang-
ers opened last year without fans 
in the stands. 
HELP PROTECT OUR PANTHERS AND GET A 
CHANCE TO WIN A WEEKLY PRIZE! 
- Each week, one student who participates in SHIELD testing is randomly selected to win 
either $25 Dining Dollars or a $25 gift card to the MLK Union Bookstore! 
SHIELD testing is held in the Student Rec. Center on Court 5: 
Monday·s: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Tuesdays: 9 a.m. - Noon 
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. - Noon 
SIGN uP AT I go.eiu.edu/covidtest 
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'Healthy' Prescott 
signs richest contract 
in Cowboys history. 
Oak Prescott walked briskly and 
bounced up the couple of steps onto 
the stage for the announcement of 
the richest contract in the storied 
history of the Dallas Cowboys for 
their latest star quarterback. 
lt was five months almost to the 
day Wednesday since the gruesome 
ankle injury that ended Prescott's 
2020 season and led to immediate 
questions whether the big payday 
would ever come after a long stale-
mate. 
The answer came two days ear-
lier when the sides - two years af-
ter they stancd talking - agreed on 
a $ I 60 million, four-year contract 
with the NFL's second-highest an-
nual average behind Kansas City star 
Patrick Mahomes. 
Now Prescott is ready to answer 
the questions about coming back 
from the compound fracture and 
dislocation of his right ankle against 
the New York Giants on Oct. 11. 
"I thought about jogging out here 
and jumping up on the stage," said 
Prescott, who broke into a wild smile 
while crossing the stage at team 
headquarters in Frisco, north of Dal-
las. "But I don't know if you all arc 
ready for that. But I'm healthy." 
Prescott wouldn't put a timeline 
on when he would be fully cleared, 
but said, "I'll be ready when it mat-
ters." 
For now, Prescott was basking in 
the hourlong news conference that 
served as a celebration of the fourth 
$100 million contract in club histo-
ry. The first was quarterback Tony 
Romo, whose back injury in the 
2016 preseason opened the door for 
Prescott to be the starter fro~ the 
first game of his rookie year. 
Prescott's contract included NFL 
records with a $66 million signing 
bonus and a first-year value of $75 
million. There is a no-trade clause, 
and the Cowboys can't use the fran-
chise tag after the contract. This 
agreement came a day before a dead-
line for the Cowboys to place the tag 
on Prescott for a second consecutive 
season. 
Most imporrantly for the Cow-
boys as they try to end a 25-year 
run without even reaching the NFC 
championship game, Prescott's salary 
cap hit will be $22.2 million instead 
of $37.7 million under the tag. Dal-
las needs help on defense and now 
has some money to spend. 
"I feel great about our future," 
owner Jerry Jones said. "I don't mind 
telling you the main reason I feel 
great is the guy sitting right next 
door to me." 
STAY 
CONNECTED! 
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter! 
0 /theDailyEasternNews/ O @DEN_news 
. . . 
NOTEBOOK I BASEBALL 
OVC baseball update as conference play nears 
By Adam Tumino 
Editor-in-Chiefl@adam_tumino 
The conference season is scheduled 
to begin March 12 for most of the 
baseball teams of the OVC. 
The conference season was cut 
short, very short, last season when 
teams were only able to play three 
conference games before the season 
was canceled. 
The teams are aiming to play a full 
season this year and have had vary-
ing degrees of success in their slate 
of non-conference games to open the 
season. 
Eastern has played 13 games, the 
most in the conference, and hold the 
best record in the OVC by winning 
percentage. Also, the Panthers' eight 
wins are three more than the next-
closest team. 
They open conference play March 
12 against Murray State and then will 
play a double header the following 
day. 
They have won all four of their 
series this season, beating Nicholls 
State, Little Rock, Bellarmine and 
Kansas State by winning two-of-three 
games in each series. 
Eastern' s three-game winning 
streak is the second-longest in the 
conference behind Southern Illinois-
Edwardsville's four-game streak. 
After a tough start against Illinois 
State and Wichita State, the Cougars 
won a single game against Saint Lou-
is and then swept South Dakota State 
in a three-game set. 
Eastern's first opponent, Murray 
State, is currently riding the longest-
losing streak in the conference at four 
games. 
The first three losses of this stretch 
came against Arkansas, the top-
ranked team in the nation. The fourth 
loss came against Louisville, which is 
the No. 10 team in the nation. 
The top individual position player 
so far has been Eastern's Trey Swee-
ney. The redshirt-sophomore short-
stop leads the conference in batting 
average, on-base percentage, slugging 
percentage, runs scored, hits, RBI, to-
tal bases, doubles, triples and home 
runs. 
On the mound, the OVC's best 
pitcher so far has likely been South-
east Missouri's Dylan Dodd. 
The senior lefty leads the confer-
ence in innings pitched and strikeouts 
while ranking third with an ERA of 
2.37. 
Eastern's top pitcher has been 
Trevor Nicholson, who ranks fifth in 
the OVC in ERA, second in strike-
outs and fourth in innings pitched. 
He also has the lowest opposing bat-
ting average in the conference this 
· season. 
ADAM TUMINO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Eastern shortstop Trey Sweeney gets in position to field a ground ball which started a 6-4-3 double play in a game 
against Bellarmine March 9. Eastern won the game 8-1. 
The Cougars are also the only oth-
er team in the OVC that is above 
.500 this season. Their record so far 
is 5-4. 
Adam Tumino can be reached at 581-










A limited number of yearbooks are available for 
free to graduates in undergraduate programs, 
so make sure you reserve your copy of 
EIU's award-winning yearbook, 
''The Warbler," TODAY! 
If you are graduating, and want to be 
guaranteed a yearbook, you must order one! 
YEARBOOKS ARE $20. 
TO ORDER, VISIT: 
htt ps:I le om me re e .ca sh net.com lei u sp u b 
